Cold abstractions

e

i British reader, with sadness that
e have lost the diner ethos here, if
deed we ever had it. Though there
sed 1o be hundreds of small, independ-
gatly owned “snack bars”, “caffs” and
Basy spoons” in central Londen
erhaps our closest equivalents — there

re almost none left in the West End,

& nowmostly replaced by chains or, ironi-
30 cally, "American-style” diners.

In his book The Raw and the Cooked,

the American poet, writer and food
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Made with Montaigne and by anton ==
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They use a fake
leather that
nobody would
choose to sit on
or frankly touch
but has a seryi
life measurable
in centuries

: Jim Harrison 'm te:

m food preparation p
il with cold abstracti

loesn't merely inspire me;
ciple I regard as an absolute
in the world of hospitality. It also .-.-.-.1.11I<
up the unifying theme of Counter Cul-
ture. So it’s not nostalgia that this book
leaves me with; it’s an overwhelming
feeling of jealousy.

‘Counter Culture, Prestel Publishing,
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