Democratic city

hovel”via Zoom: “No secret pile will b,
left unexplored.” Yet a central theme in
his work is “contact,” a word he uses to
convey all the potential in chance en-
counters between human beings. “T pro-
pose that in a democratic city it is im-
perative that we speak to strangers, live
next to them, and learn how to relate to
them on many levels, from the political
to the sexual,”he wrote in “Times Square
Red, Times Square Blue” (1999), a land-
mark critique of gentrification which
centered on his years of cruising in the
adult theatres of midtown Manhattan.
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