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Matthew Perry by Helen Lewis
Chandler was everything I wanted in a boyfriend—smart, funny, emotionally 
unavailable—and Matthew Perry’s embodiment of him surely shaped the 
sexuality of a generation. Later, I realized that I didn’t want to date him as 
much as be him. The other Friends might have struggled to find work (see: 
Monica’s “mockolate” recipes, Joey’s porn cameo and Rachel’s waitressing) 
but Chandler had the ultimate 90s problem, in the form of a job that paid 
the bills but achieved absolutely nothing. Perry’s performance lifted a motif 
of the decade—the sterile life of the office drone, also found in Fight 
Club and The Matrix—into exquisite comedy. He bantered by the water 
cooler. He got sent to Tulsa. He knew that nothing he did mattered, and that 
his real life was waiting for him at Central Perk. 
 
 
            

Matthew Perry, the best Friend I never knew
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