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sandwich box, but I decided that what
Harvey didn't have much of in life he
would getin death.In life, he found Brit-
ain hard. It was a nation divided by post-
codes and accents, schools and last names.
The humor of its people helped make it
bearable. You don'’t have to be funny to live
here, but it helps. Hancock, Fawlty, Par-
tridge, Brent: in my mind, they’re all
clinging to the middle rungs of England’s
class ladder. That, in large part, is the
comedy of their situations.

For eighty-one years, my father was
up to the same game, though his situa-
tion wasn't so comical; at least, the liv-
ing of it wasn't. Listen, I'll tell you a joke:
his mother had been in service, his fa-
ther worked on the buses; he passed the

grammar-school exam, but the cost of
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