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Writing still thinking
Most of the students who came into the Writing Center thought the 
problem with their essay was located somewhere between their forehead 
and the paper in front of them. That is, they assumed their thinking was fine, 
but they were stuck on this last, annoying, arbitrary step where they have to 
find the right words for the contents of their minds. 
But the problem was actually located between their ears. Their thoughts 
were not clear enough yet, and that’s why they refused to be shoehorned 
into words. 
Which is to say: lots of people think they need to get better at writing, but 
nobody thinks they need to get better at thinking, and this is why they don’t 
get better at writing. 
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